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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of special meeting of Council 

                                         held at 2.00pm 

         Tuesday 11 September 2018  

       Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare. 

 

 

Members Present: Councillor Seán Power (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A 

Breslin, K Byrne, R Cronin, I Cussen, S Doyle, B Hillis, I Keatley, C Kelly, M McCabe, P 

McEvoy, J McGinley, M Miley, T Murray, J Neville, N O’Cearúil, J Pender, P Ward, B Weld 

and B Young. 

 

Apologies: Councillors F Brett, B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, M Dalton, T Durkan, 

D Fitzpatrick, P Kennedy, A Larkin, M Lynch, F McLoughlin Healy, S Moore, S O Neill, R 

Power, T Redmond, D Scully, M Stafford and M Wall. 

 

Also Present: Mr Niall Morrissey, Deputy Chief Executive, Ms M McIvor (Meetings 

Administrator),   Ms K Keane (Meetings Secretary) and other officials. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

01/SP0918 

Welcome 

The Mayor welcomed the members and candidates to the meeting and outlined the 

purpose of the meeting which was to give those seeking to be nominated by Kildare County 

Council to contest the upcoming Presidential Election, an opportunity to present to the 

members. The Mayor informed the members that there would be no formal nomination 

made at the meeting today and confirmed a special meeting would be held at 12:30 p.m on 

Monday 24 September to hear motions in this regard. He informed the members that the six 

individuals who had contacted either him directly or via the council, had been invited to 

attend the meeting. He informed the members that each speaker was being given 10 

minutes to address the meeting and 10 minutes was being allocated for questions and 

answers. Invitations had been sent to Mr Peter Casey, Mr John Groarke, Ms Marie Goretti 

Moylan, Ms Sarah Louise Mulligan, Ms Gemma O’Dohery, Mr David Doucette, Mr Colin 
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O’Dwyer and Mr Patrick Feeney. The Mayor stated Mr Doucette was not in a position to 

attend given he was living in Canada and that no further apologies had been received.   

 

02/SP0918 

Mr Peter Casey 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Casey to the meeting. Mr Casey thanked the Mayor for the 

invitation to attend and spoke of his reasons for running for the position. He outlined his 

vision for the role of the President stating it was one of the greatest honours and with it 

came huge responsibility. Mr Casey stated he was born in the Bogside in Derry and was 

one of nine children. He was brought up by his parents with a strong work ethic and they 

also created a passion in him and his brothers and sisters to achieve but to also give 

something back. Mr Casey stated the Irish are held in very high regard around the world 

and he was very proud to be able to say he was Irish. He stated he was also very 

passionate about bringing business to Ireland and has had great success in this regard 

having brought numerous American companies to Ireland and felt having a President who 

understands the American business model, would be of great benefit to Ireland as a whole. 

Mr Casey stated he was late putting his nomination forward as had been in hospital but was 

now ready to take on the challenge and was very appreciative of the support he had 

received since he announced his decision to seek a nomination.   

The Mayor invited questions from the members and Mr Casey responded to these 

questions. 

 

The Mayor thanked Mr Casey and wished him well in his campaign. 

 

03/SP0918 

Ms Sarah Louise Mulligan 

The Mayor welcomed Ms Mulligan to the meeting. Ms Mulligan thanked the Mayor for the 

invitation to attend stating she was honoured to speak to the members today. Ms Mulligan 

outlined the areas she was passionate about and proposed to address all these areas in 

her presentation. She stated she felt the Presidency has lost touch with the real people and 

that it needed to be restored. Ms Mulligan stated that she would be the voice of the 

voiceless and wanted to create awareness around the issues that are prevalent in Ireland 
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today such as homelessness, child abuse and elder abuse. Ms Mulligan stated she was a 

pro-life supporter and was a strong advocate of Article 45 of the Irish Constitution.  

  

The Mayor invited questions from the members and Ms Mulligan responded to these 

questions. 

 

The Mayor thanked Ms Mulligan and wished her well in her campaign. 

 

04/SP0918 

                                                          Ms Gemma O’Doherty 

The Mayor welcomed Ms O’Doherty to the meeting. Ms O’Doherty thanked the Mayor for 

the invitation to attend and spoke of her reasons for seeking a nomination. She stated her 

desire to build a republic based on equality, democracy and justice. Ms O’Doherty 

confirmed her backround was in journalism as an investigative journalist and a lot of her 

work had to do with the criminal justice system. She stated she had been involved in many 

significant cases in Ireland where injustice was exposed and had been influential in getting 

a number of cases re-opened in this regard. Ms O’Doherty outlined her concerns around 

Ireland’s reputation on the international stage and feared that we are losing our heritage 

and those traits that are uniquely Irish. She also stated her other great concern was in 

relation to freedom of the press and how important it was to maintain that. 

 

The Mayor invited questions from the members and Ms O’Doherty responded to these 

questions. 

 

The Mayor thanked Ms O’Doherty and wished her well in her campaign. 

 

05/SP0918 

Mr Sean Gallagher 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Gallagher to the meeting. Mr Gallagher thanked the Mayor for the 

invitation and said he was delighted to be presenting to the members. He confirmed he had 

been successful in securing the support and endorsement of 4 local authorities and if 

elected that working with those on the margins would be at the very heart of his presidency. 
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He stated he would also launch a yearlong initiative regarding disability in Ireland with the 

focus being on ability not disability. Mr Gallagher acknowledged the great work being done 

by the current President Mr Michael D Higgins.  He also noted that the constraints of the 

role of the President had broadened over the years and if elected, he would be a President 

for all the people of Ireland. Mr Gallagher went on to speak about his last campaign for 

President in 2011 and the issues that had been raised in the media at that time. Whilst 

noting his handling of certain questions and allegations could have been better, ultimately 

he had proved through the courts that those accusations were untrue. Mr Gallagher 

concluded by stating Ireland is changing and needs a fresh approach and that if he was 

elected, he would take on this role with pride stating he would be Mr Higgins successor and 

not his replacement. 

 

The Mayor invited questions from the members and Mr Gallagher responded to these 

questions. 

 

The Mayor thanked Mr Gallagher and wished him well in his campaign. 

 

06/2018 

Procedure for Nomination of Candidate 

The Meetings Administrator advised that a report outlining the procedure for the nomination 

of a Presidential Candidate had been circulated to the members in advance of the meeting. 

She confirmed that a special meeting was being held on the 24 September at 12.30 p.m to 

consider nomination of a person to be a candidate in the Presidential Election. She 

confirmed the timelines for submitting the motions and outlined the voting procedures for 

the special meeting which were as per Section 31 of the Local Government Act.   

The members agreed to the procedure for the nomination of a Presidential Candidate as 

set out in the report that had been circulated to them.  

 

The Mayor thanked the members for their attendance. He also thanked the media and 

those who had organised the meeting. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 


